
9th/10th Grade Summer Reading List 
2017-2018 School Year 

 
DIRECTIONS: If you are a rising freshman or new student, welcome to the 9/10 team; if you are 
a returning 10th grader, you know the drill!  Here is your first assignment:  Select and read a 
book from the following list. Go to the library or book store and read a few pages of each of the 
books that look interesting to you, and know that you can change your mind and switch books - 
or read more! Reading is an amazing way to improve your vocabulary, writing, and focus, so the 
more you read, the more you grow. 
 
Finish your reading before the beginning of the school year.  Early in the first semester, students 
complete a follow-up project and/or test based on the summer reading books.  This project will 
be given a significant grade.  An extra-credit, independent assignment will be available for 
reading a second book from the list. 
 
Note that all books were selected based on this year’s theme, “Identity.”  Please consider this as 
a theme, however it may work for you. You will be writing about this theme in conjunction with 
your selected book, so as you read, consider taking notes and really thinking about how Identity 
is developed. 
 
NOTE: In order to receive credit, you must read a book that you have never read before. 
 
 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings – Maya Angelou (Non-fiction) 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings is the 1969 autobiography about the early years of 
African-American writer and poet Maya Angelou. The first in a six-volume series, it is a 
coming-of-age story that illustrates how strength of character and a love of literature can 
help overcome racism and trauma. The book begins when three-year-old Maya and her 
older brother are sent to Stamps, Arkansas, to live with their grandmother and ends 
when Maya becomes a mother at the age of 17. In the course of Caged Bird, Maya 
transforms from a victim of racism with an inferiority complex into a self-possessed, 
dignified young woman capable of responding to prejudice.  (Source: Wikipedia.com) 

 
 
Jerk, California - Jonathan Friesen 

Sam Carrier's bitter, abusive stepfather, Old Bill, is ashamed of the boy's Tourette's 
Syndrome, and makes the teen feel that shame at every turn. He also makes Sam's life 
a misery by constantly telling him that his father was a no-good deserter. Upon his high 
school graduation, Sam meets George, a friend of his long-dead father, who attempts to 
undo the harm that Old Bill has done over the years. Sam (whose real name turns out to 
be Jack) embarks on a cross-country road trip to discover his roots, his identity, and his 
love for Naomi, who tags along, bringing some unexpected baggage. (Source: 
Amazon.com, Nora G. Murphy, Los Angeles Academy Middle School) 
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The Maze Runner - James Dasher 

Thomas wakes up in an elevator, remembering nothing but his own name. He emerges 
into a world of about 60 teen boys who have learned to survive in a completely enclosed 
environment, subsisting on their own agriculture and supplies from below. A new boy 
arrives every 30 days. The original group has been in "the glade" for two years, trying 
to find a way to escape through a maze that surrounds their living space. They have 
begun to give up hope. (Source: Amazon.com) 

 
 
 
Openly Straight - Bill Konigsberg 

Rafe is a normal teenager from Boulder, Colorado. He plays soccer. He's won skiing 
prizes. He likes to write. And, oh yeah, he's gay. He's been out since 8th grade, and he 
isn't teased, and he goes to other high schools and talks about tolerance and stuff. And 
while that's important, all Rafe really wants is to just be a regular guy. Not that GAY guy. 
To have it be a part of who he is, but not the headline, every single time. So when he 
transfers to an all-boys' boarding school in New England, he decides to keep his 
sexuality a secret -- not so much going back in the closet as starting over with a clean 
slate. But then he sees a classmate break down. He meets a teacher who challenges 
him to write his story. And most of all, he falls in love with Ben . . . who doesn't even 
know that love is possible. This witty, smart, coming-out-again story will appeal to gay 
and straight kids alike as they watch Rafe navigate feeling different, fitting in, and what it 
means to be himself. (Source: Amazon.com) 

 
 
 
 
Touching Spirit Bear - Ben Mikaelsen  

Cole Matthews is a violent teen offender convicted of viciously beating a classmate, 
Peter, causing neurological and psychological problems. Cole elects to participate in 
Circle Justice, an alternative sentencing program based on traditional Native American 
practices that results in his being banished to a remote Alaskan Island where he is left to 
survive for a year. Cynical and street smart, he expects to fake his way through the 
preliminaries, escape by swimming off the island, and beat the system, again. But his 
encounter with the Spirit Bear of the title leaves him desperately wounded and gives him 
six months of hospitalization to reconsider his options. Cole's gradual transformation 
into a human kind of being happens in fits and starts. He realizes he must accept 
responsibility for what he has done, but his pride, pain, and conditioning continue to 
interfere. He learns that his anger may never be gone, but that he can learn to control it. 
(Source: Amazon.com - Joel Shoemaker, Southeast Junior High School, Iowa City, IA) 

 



 
The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates - Wes Moore (Non-fiction) 

Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both 
grew up fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; 
both hung out on street corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. 
How, then, did one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated veteran, White House 
Fellow, and business leader, while the other ended up a convicted murderer serving a 
life sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating book, sets out to answer this 
profound question. In alternating narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching 
losses to moments of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a 
generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world. 

 
"The chilling truth is that his story could have been mine. The tragedy is that my story 
could have been his." (Source: Amazon.com) 

 
 
More challenging books: 
 
The Book Thief - Markus Zusak 

Death himself narrates the World War II-era story of Liesel Meminger from the time she 
is taken, at age nine, to live in Molching, Germany, with a foster family in a working-class 
neighborhood of tough kids, acid-tongued mothers, and loving fathers who earn their 
living by the work of their hands. The child arrives having just stolen her first book–
although she has not yet learned how to read–and her foster father uses it, The 
Gravediggers Handbook, to lull her to sleep when she’s roused by regular nightmares 
about her younger brother’s death. Across the ensuing years of the late 1930s and into 
the 1940s, Liesel collects more stolen books as well as a peculiar set of friends: the boy 
Rudy, the Jewish refugee Max, the mayor’s reclusive wife (who has a whole library from 
which she allows Liesel to steal), and especially her foster parents. Death is not a 
sentimental storyteller, but he does attend to an array of satisfying details, giving Liesel’s 
story all the nuances of chance, folly, and fulfilled expectation that it deserves. An 
extraordinary narrative. (Source: Amazon.com, Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public 
Library, CA) 

 
 
 
The Glass Castle: A Memoir - Jeannette Walls (Non-fiction - but reads like fiction!) 

A successful journalist, Jeannette Walls, relates the horrific childhood she experienced 
being raised by alcoholic, manipulative, and selfish parents. Her parents are extremely 
dysfunctional and yet very vibrant people who force their children to learn how to take 
care of themselves by feeding, clothing, and protecting each other. (Source: 
Amazon.com) 

 


