
11 /12th Grade Summer Reading List  
 

DIRECTIONS: If you are a rising junior, welcome to the 11/12 team!  Here is your first 
assignment.  Select and read one of the following books; you must choose a book that you 
have never read before in order to receive credit for the assignment. 
Finish your reading before the beginning of the school year. Early in the semester, students will 
complete an assessment based on the summer reading books. This assessment will count as a 
significant grade. An extra-credit assignment will be available for reading a second book from 
the list.  
 To choose your book, I recommend that you browse in a bookstore, read the back cover and the 
first two paragraphs of the first chapter. These selections represent a wide array of subject 
matter, style, and reading difficulty. Consider the reading levels & choose wisely!  

 
 

* Very accessible reading level 
 

* * Most 11th & 12th graders find the reading level works for them  
 

* * *  Challenging reading level; strong readers may enjoy more 
 

 
* * Slaughterhouse-Five (1969) by Kurt Vonnegut: A wacky satire about a World War II 
soldier who becomes unstuck in time. It is part social satire, part science fiction novel, and part 
anti-war memoir; it is one hundred percent classic Vonnegut. 
 
* * * Beloved (1987) by Toni Morrison: Beloved is a novel by Pulitzer and Nobel 
Prize-winning American author Toni Morrison. It is about an enslaved mother that kills her 
infant child and is later haunted by the ghost. Good for readers that like metaphysical subject 
matter and a true reading challenge. Morrison is the first African-American woman to win the 
Nobel Prize and when critics begin to list the greatest writers of the twentieth century, Morrison 
is always on the short list. If you love great writing, don't miss her work! 
 
* * The Good Earth (1931) by Pearl Buck: Wang Lung is a poor young farmer in rural, 
turn-of-the-century China. When Wang Lung reaches a marriageable age, his father approaches 
the powerful local Hwang family to ask if they have a spare slave who could marry his son. The 
Hwangs agree to sell Wang a 20-year-old slave named O-lan, who becomes his wife. O-lan and 
Wang Lung are pleased with each other, although they exchange few words and although Wang 
is initially disappointed that O-lan does not have bound feet. Thus begins O-lan and Wang's 
story. The novel was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1932, was a best seller in the United States in 
both 1931 & 1932, and  it was an influential factor in Buck's winning the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1938. 
 



 
 
* * * Great Expectations (1861) by Charles Dickens: An absorbing mystery as well as a 
morality tale, Great Expectations is the story of Pip, a poor boy who desires to improve his lot in 
life. With colorful, original characters and multiple plot twists, Great Expectations is Dickens at 
his most entertaining. It is also considered one of his most important novels, and it is frequently 
taught in honor courses.  
 
* Rebecca (1938) by Daphne Du Maurier: A young girl marries a handsome, wealthy Prince 
Charming, only to find herself haunted by the memory of his first wife. Can she ever live up to 
the memory of Rebecca? What is the secret of the house?  In 1940, the suspenseful novel 
inspired a classic Hitchcock film which won an Academy award. 
 
* * The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (2010) by Rebecca Skloot: Her name was Henrietta 
Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor black tobacco farmer whose cells—taken 
without her knowledge in 1951—became one of the most important tools in medicine, vital for 
developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, in vitro fertilization, and more. Henrietta’s 
cells have been bought and sold by the billions, yet she remains virtually unknown, and her 
family can’t afford health insurance. This New York Times bestseller tells a riveting story of the 
collision between ethics, race, and medicine; of scientific discovery and faith healing; and of a 
daughter consumed with questions about the mother she never knew. It’s a story inextricably 
connected to the dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the birth of bioethics, 
and the legal battles over whether we control the stuff we’re made of. 
 
* * * The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891) by Oscar Wilde: A young man obtains eternal youth 
but descends into decadence in this dark tale of a perverted soul. This is the enduringly eerie 
story of a painted portrait that ages and decays although the person who modeled for it remains 
young and beautiful. A short novel, but a somewhat challenging reading level. 
 
* * Go Tell It on the Mountain (1953) by James Baldwin: A semi-autobiographical novel by 
James Baldwin, it tells the story of John Grimes, an intelligent teenager in 1930's Harlem, and 
his relationship to his family and his church. Baldwin said, "[it] is the book I had to write if I was 
ever going to write anything else." Baldwin's first major work, this novel has established itself as 
an American classic. With lyrical precision, psychological directness, resonating symbolic 
power, and a rage that is at once unrelenting and compassionate, Baldwin chronicles a 
fourteen-year-old boy's discovery of the terms of his identity as the stepson of the minister of a 
storefront Pentecostal church in Harlem. Baldwin's rendering of his protagonist's spiritual, 
sexual, and moral struggle of self-invention opened new possibilities in the way Americans 
understand themselves. 

 



*  Touching the Void  (1988) by Joe Simpson:  Simpson and his climbing partner, Simon Yates, 
had just reached the top of a 21,000-foot peak in the Andes when disaster struck. Simpson 
plunged off the vertical face of an ice ledge, breaking his leg. In the hours that followed, 
darkness fell and a blizzard raged as Yates tried to lower his friend to safety. Finally, Yates was 
forced to cut the rope, moments before he would have been pulled to his own death. 
 
The next three days were an impossibly grueling ordeal for both men. Yates, certain that 
Simpson was dead, returned to base camp consumed with grief and guilt over abandoning him. 
Miraculously, Simpson had survived the fall, but crippled, starving, and severely frostbitten was 
trapped in a deep crevasse. Summoning vast reserves of physical and spiritual strength, Simpson 
crawled over the cliffs and canyons of the Andes, reaching base camp hours before Yates had 
planned to leave. 

 
 
* * The Joy Luck Club (1989) by Amy Tan: Four daughters who have grown-up in America 
and their four mothers who have grown-up in China tell their stories. Do the mothers and 
daughters share any common ground? The best-selling novel focuses on four Chinese American 
families in San Francisco, and it chronicles their struggles to be a family even though they do not 
share the same "home." 
 
* * * One Hundred Years of Solitude (1967) by Gabriel Garcia Marquez:  A novel by Nobel 
Prize-winning Colombian author Marquez, it was first published in Spanish in 1967. The novel 
chronicles a family's struggle and the history of their fictional town, Macondo, for one hundred 
years. One Hundred Years of Solitude crosses genres, combining elements of history, magical 
realism, and pure fiction. Considered Marquez’s magnum opus. 
 
* Fallen Angels (1988) by William Dean Myers: Winner of the 1989 Coretta Scott King 
Award, the novel follows the experiences of the narrator and protagonist Richie, who is a 
seventeen-year-old high school graduate from Harlem. Though he is smart and ambitious, his 
mother cannot afford to send him to college, so he joins the army to escape an uncertain future. 
The story follows his experiences in Vietnam. 
 
* * The Tenderness of Wolves (2006) by Stef Penney: The year is 1867. Winter has just 
tightened its grip on Dove River, a tiny isolated settlement in the Northern Territory, when a man 
is brutally murdered. A local woman, Mrs. Ross, stumbles upon the crime scene and sees the 
tracks leading from the dead man's cabin north toward the forest and the tundra beyond. It is 
Mrs. Ross's knock on the door of the largest house in Caulfield that launches the investigation. 
Within hours she will regret that knock with a mother's love -- for soon she makes another 
discovery: her seventeen-year-old son Francis has disappeared and is now considered a prime 
suspect. In the wake of such violence, people are drawn to the crime and to the township -- 
Andrew Knox, Dove River's elder statesman; Thomas Sturrock, a wily American itinerant trader; 
Donald Moody, the clumsy young Company representative; William Parker, a half-breed Native 



American and trapper who was briefly detained for Jammett's murder before becoming Mrs. 
Ross's guide. But the question remains: do these men want to solve the crime or exploit it? 
 
* * 1984 (1949) by George Orwell: In this famous dystopian novel, the main character Winston 
Smith struggles with oppression in Oceania, a place where the Party scrutinizes human actions 
with ever-watchful Big Brother. Defying a ban on individuality, Winston dares to express his 
thoughts in a diary and pursues a relationship with Julia. These criminal deeds bring Winston 
into the eye of the opposition, who then must reform the nonconformist. George Orwell's 1984 
introduced the watchwords for life without freedom: BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING. 
  


